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We then took some time to read through the entire 

script as an ensemble. I then staged or sketched the 

"blocking" for the Prologue and Scene I.  It moved faster 

than I could ever hope due to the dedication and 

professionalism these actors already possess. They are 

also very generous with their ideas and comments. One 

of the hard parts of the job as Director is attempting to 

try the many ideas and gags that actors come up with. 

 They are all so good, but unfortunately we can't use it 

all.  I hope this momentum keeps up!  So far I am very 

interested in bringing the experience of this production 

closer to the audience, and for the action to not be 

relegated to just the stage.  

 

More to come......                                                    - Julian 
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Next Up… 
 

Focus on DANCE! 
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Director’s Corner 
 

Dear Summer Stage Families,  
 

And we're off! Summer Stage has exploded into the Y 

with an energy that combats our NYC heat! Our first 

week has allowed us to grow as an ensemble: 

students, counselors, teaching artists, and directors. By 

immersing ourselves in the arts and relaxing during 

lunch and swim we have created an environment 

that will only continue to breed fun and creativity. 

What more can one ask for? 
  

Thank you for allowing us to share what we have with 

you.  Have a great weekend! 
 

 - Ben 
 

Weekly Wrap-Up 

Little Stars 

The first week with the Little Stars has been a 

courageous one! We've encountered elephants, 

zebras, and cartwheeling kangaroos (oh my!) and 

the little stars have learned the principles of on-stage 

story telling where we've discovered that when a red 

rock rolls, it is actually giggling and that even robots 

can sometimes be afraid to try something new. 

We've also created our very first play- a harrowing 

tale of the love and loss of chart topping Pop 

sensations, The Groovy Girl Dolphins. We are sure to 

be greeted by many more adventures next week! 

- Jillian 

 Triple Threat 
 
Triple Threat is beginning to take private voice lessons  

with Talise Trevigne,  They also have an extra three 

hours of classes a week. 
 
They take voice lessons with Talise Trevigne  
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@@  
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cenes SS  

I am just as excited about Once 

Upon a Mattress as the kids are! 

 Day One consisted of talking 

about initial thoughts about the 

"atmosphere" of the play with the 

young actors.   



  

Designer’s Delight 
With 

Penny Margeotes 
 

My goal for Designer's Delight is to teach the kids 

what a costumer's role is, not by telling them, but 

by guiding them to do it themselves, hands on, 

eyes on. Our emphasis will be on Summer Stage's 

productions, but that will not be our sole focus. In 

our first session, after spending a little time getting 

to know one another, our campers learned what 

a croquis is (ask them!), and worked on colored 

pencil sketches of their costuming ideas for Once 

Upon A Mattress. We're also keeping a running 

written list of costuming ideas to which anyone 

can contribute. Even if you're not in this elective, if 

you have a suggestion, please tell me, so we can 

add it to our list. I'm looking forward to having a 

lot of fun this summer with all the campers! 

 

 

Photography 
With 

Stacey Natal 

Our Photography class is off to a great start.  We began 

by reviewing camera basics and moved into 

Perspective.  The campers were photographing down 

on the ground at baby level and then way up high like a 

giraffe.  The world looks very different from these 2 

perspectives!  We also talked about how to make 

photos more interesting – even something as common as 

a chair can be artistic if looked at through creative eyes!  

We have some fun projects in store for the summer.  I’m 

really looking forward to teaching AND learning with the 

kids! 

- Stacey 

 

Spotlight On … 



How was your first week of camp? 

 

 

Little Stars 
 

I was nervous the first day of 

camp but then I got used to it.  I 

love my counselors! 

- Ruby 
 

 

 

Triple Threat 
 

It was really good. It's a lot of fun. 

We get to do a bunch of activities, 

meet nice people, make new 

friends and see a Broadway show. 
 

 - Sam 

 

All Stars 
 

I was a little nervous at first but I knew 

some people.  I like the dance instructor 

and I love the beginning of the day at 

early stay – we get to play games and 

talk to our friends. 

- Alena 

 

Shooting Stars 
 

It's great. I like the activities. All the 

counselors are friendly and nice. I 

like Shakespeare and sports. All 

the counselors take care of me. It 

feels like a family. All the kids are 

nice. They say funny jokes, talk to 

me at lunch and hang out with ME 
 

-  Rene 

Counselor Connection…………………………………………...Jacob Levi-Dabby 

The first week of camp was a blast! I got to re-establish a lot of the connection I had with kids  

from last year, along with meeting all the brand new kids. It's always weird getting into the flow  

of things in the beginning of anything, but I think the whole camp managed to flow really well and because 

of that, everyone had a great time :). I can't wait for the rest of the summer! 

 

Special Birthday Wishes  

Go Out To… 

David (Counselor) – 7/8 

To see more photos from the week  

check out the RRS website and blog at 

RiverdaleRisingStars.com 


